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The books in this series feature much needed fictional and non-fictional 
reading materials for students learning English as a second or third language 
in regional medium schools. They can also be enjoyed at earlier levels by 
students in English medium schools. Graded language structures and 
controlled vocabulary, combined with age-appropriate interest levels, help 
learners to become proficient readers and experience the joy of successfully 
reading an entire book. 


Set B (12 books) for 11-13 year olds 
This level contains: 

Simple and compound sentences 
Indirect Speech along with Direct Speech j 
Past Tense (Simple and Continuous) along with Present and Future Tenses 
Contracted forms 

Text close to contemporary spoken English, as in Set A 

Illustrations to enhance comprehension 
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Love like Salt 


Let me tell you a story about a King, his three 
daughters and SALT! Many writers from many 
countries wrote this story. They changed it a 
little here and a little there. So here is the story... 


Once upon a very long time ago there lived a 
King. He was quite old. He wanted to give his 
kingdom to one of his three daughters. He 
thought, “Which daughter loves me the most? Let 
me find out. Then, | will give my kingdom to that 
daughter.” 


So the King called his three daughters to his 
room. “How much do you love me?” he asked his 
eldest daughter. 


“| love you more than gold and silver,” she 
said. 


The old King was very happy. Then he asked 
his second daughter the same question, “How 
much do you love me?” 


“| love you more than diamonds and rubies,” 
she said. 


The old King was even more happy. Then he 
asked his youngest daughter, “And how much do 
you love me?” 


She thought for some time and then she said, 
“| love you like | love salt.” 


The King was shocked, “What! Like SALT! How 
can you be so rude? Leave the palace at once!” 


The youngest daughter was sad and left the 
palace crying. 


Some years later the King was served meat 
without salt. He could not eat his food. “My 
youngest daughter was right. | was mean. | threw 
her out. Salt is so important.” 


Some SALT facts 


Yes, salt is so important. Here are some 
interesting salt facts: 


1. Long ago salt was more costly than gold. A 
rich person would have many salt bars. Salt 
was Called 'white gold’. 


2. Salt was used as money ~ 
at one time. A King of LH 
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Rome, Julius Caesar, + oe 


paid his soldiers with 
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salt. The Romans called |||} | | 
salt ‘sal’. From ‘sal’ 


English got the word ‘salary’. 

3. There are many types of salts. They have 
different colours and tastes and are made 
differently. 

4. Our body needs salt but too much salt is 
bad for our body. Salt is used for skin care 
and for care of teeth. 


Dandi March 


Here is another SALT story. It is a real one. 
The name of this story is 'Dandi March’. And the 
hero of this story is Mahatma Gandhi. 


The British rulers in India said, “Only the 
British sarkar can make salt. Only we can sell it. 
All Indians must buy salt and pay a salt tax.” 


This made the Indians very angry. “This is not 
fair,” they felt. “Everyone needs salt. How can the 
poor people pay?” 

Gandhiji was also very angry but he said, “1 
will do something. | will walk. | will walk to Dandi 


near the sea coast. | will break the law by making 
salt!” 


Now, Gandhiji was very good at making plans. 
He spoke of his idea to many people. Many 
newspapers printed his thoughts and plans. He 
planned his walking path. He planned all the 
details carefully. 


On the 12" of March 1930, sharp at 6:30 a.m., 
Gandhiji was ready to start walking. With him 
were 79 friends. They started from Sabarmati 
Ashram and walked for 23 days. They passed 48 
villages and covered 386 kms! 


The journey was difficult. It was hot and 


dusty. Many women and children too joined the 
Dandi March. On the way, Gandhiji spoke to 
people about cleanliness and truth and other 
such important things. 


On the 6" of April 1930, the march reached 
Dandi. At 8:30 a.m. Gandhiji broke the Salt Law. 
lle made two tolas (about 12grams) of salt 
himself. 


The same day 30,000 people made salt along 
the coast of India. They all broke the Salt Law! 
Ihe Dandi March is an important part of India's 
history. 


Later, a number of stamps were made on the 
Salt March. 


The Dead Sea 


Like Dandi, the Dead Sea is also famous 
because of salt. 


Do you know about the Dead Sea? Look ina 
map and find it. Many rivers bring water and salt 
into it. The water dries up but the salt remains. 
The Dead Sea is sooo0000000 salty. It is the 
saltiest sea of the world. 


So no animals or plants can live in it. That is 
why it is called the 'Dead' Sea. But this salt is not 
dangerous to humans. People rub its salts on 
their skin. These salts are good for problems of 
the skin. 

Many people like to take a holiday at the Dead 
Sea. They swim in the water. In the Dead Sea 
everyone can happily float. No one can sink in 
this sea. 


ic! 
Salt magic! How many spoons of salt did you add? Eight? 


Nine? 
Try the same with other things- a piece of 
fruit, a coin, an eraser, a pebble. How many 


You will need- 


e A glass about 6 inches tall 


egg will float in the water! 


e A spoon 
° Anegg spoons of salt do you need for the magic? 
e Water Salt Workers 
e Salt China makes the largest quantity of salt. U.S.A 
Take the glass. Fill 34 of it with water. Now is next and India is the third! The Rann of Kutch 
with the spoon, gently lower the egg in Gujarat makes the most salt in India! This area 
into the glass. is near the Arabian Sea and is a flat desert. It is 
What do you see? The egg sinks to famous for another reason. The Rann of Kutch is 
the bottom of the glass. Now take the home to the Indian Wild Ass. And water birds like 
egg out. Put a spoonful of salt into the the flamingo come in large numbers at some 
water and mix it. cals 
Put the egg into the glass ,. ao . 
again. The egg will still sink OR ae" ai al a i 
to the bottom of the glass. ~ i a8 
Add another spoonful of salt | en Gujarat 
and repeat. After sometime wal ia 
you will see the magic! The Arabian Sea N a 
g ) 
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But there are problems for the Salt Workers. 
About two lakh people work to make salt here. 
They work at the salt pans for eight months and 
go to the main land in the monsoons. At the salt 
pans, the workers get fresh water only once a 
week. They eat only roti and potatoes. The 
children get no milk. And there are no shops to 
buy fresh vegetables, fruits or any other things. 
The salt makes the skin of their soles and palms 
very hard. Their eyes also get spoilt because of 
the brightness of the sun and the salt. 


They do not have phones to talk with people. 
So they use pieces of mirror to give a signal. 
They reflect the light on the mirror in a certain 
way for a certain meaning. They have a mirror 
language! Teachers reach school and give a 
mirror language signal to the children. The 
children know it is time for school! 


But life for them is not good. Not good at all! 
Now some kind people are trying to help them. 
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You have learnt something about salt but you 


may have many more questions. Questions like 


these- 


How does the salt come to the sea? 
Does the sea become more and more salty? 
Why can humans not drink salty sea water? 


What about fish and other sea creatures? 
Can they drink salty water? 


And birds, who fly over sea? Can they drink 
salty water? 


And animals? Do they need salt? How do 
they find salt? 


Oh so many questions! You can ask your teacher 


or look in a book or check on the internet for 


answers. 
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CLR ‘Graded Reading’ Series 


Set A (12 books) for 8 -10 year olds 


Boond 

Pogo, the Baby Elephant 
Amol and Amu 

Oh, That Soni! 

| Collect Things 

Grow, Grow, Fast, Fast 


Set B (12 books) for 11-13 year olds 


The Kitchen Tin Mystery 
Small but Strong 

Reena has a Sweet Tooth 
Our Band is the Best! 
Animal Heroes 

Sonali's Strange Pictures 


All Round the Year 
Ha, Ha, Ha! 

Strange Little Animals 
Trains 

What is a Bird? 

Asif's Shadow 


Life's Like That! 

Tales of Salt 

Tears to Smiles 

Rono the Rhino 
Grandmother's Secrets 
Sunday Lunch 


